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SCHOOL OF PSYCHOLOGY, FAMILY, and community

Clinical Psychology, Ph.D. 
Organizational Psychology, M.A. or Ph.D.
Marriage and Family Therapy, M.S.

  Professional recommendation letter (1)
	 (from a person who is in a related field)

  Personal recommendation letter (1)
  Academic recommendation letter (1)
  GRE or MAT test scores

Medical Family Therapy Certificate 
(if not currently enrolled in MFT at SPU)

  Professional recommendation letters (2)

School of Education

General Requirements for All Programs
  Supervisor recommendation letter (1)
  Professional or academic recommendation letter (1)
  GRE or MAT test scores

In addition to the general requirements for all programs, the fol-
lowing items are required for each individual program:

School Counseling
  OSPI Character and Fitness Supplement
  SPU Personal Fitness Policy

Master of Arts in Teaching, M.A.T.; Alternative Routes to
Certification, ARC

  SPU Personal Fitness Policy (MAT only)
  OSPI Character and Fitness Supplement
  Copy of most current teaching certificate 

	 (front and back)
  WEST-B official test scores
  WEST-E official test scores (Praxis II)

Doctor of Education
  Academic recommendation letters (2 additional)

SPU Graduate Application Checklist
In order to complete your graduate applicatio
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4. Citizenship

Social Security Number - - 	 Date of Birth 
																				                    month/day/year

Are you a U.S. citizen?    Yes    No
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8. Employment History

Please list your two most recent places of employment (list most recent first). Note: The School of Business and Economics requires 
the equivalent of a minimum of one year’s full-time continuous work experience (at least two years preferred).

Company/Institution 	
							       Institution Name											           Address				  

Job Title or Duties 	 Dates of Employment 
																						                      Date Started (month/year)		  End Date (month/year)

Company/Institution 	
							       Institution Name											           Address				  

Job Title or Duties 	 Dates of Employment 
																						                      Date Started (month/year)		  End Date (month/year)

9. RÉSUMÉ

Please attach a copy of your current résumé.

Note to Health Science Applicants: Please identify clinical or business practice experience on your résumé.

10. Recommendations

Note: The MFA in Creative Writing program and The School of Education non-doctoral degree programs do not require a specific form to 
be completed by the person giving a recommendation. For all other programs please contact the Graduate Center for specific recom-
mendation forms.  

Please send letters of recommendation to: 
The Graduate Center
Seattle Pacific University
3307 Third Avenue West, Suite 111 
Seattle, Washington 98119-1922
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11. Personal Statement

Applicants must present a typed personal statement. Please read and complete specific program requirements detailed below:

College of arts and sciences

Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages — TESOL (M.A.) 
In a typed narrative (not exceeding two pages), provide responses to the following questions. The quality of your essay is a consider-
ation in the admission decision. 

•	 Describe your career objectives for the next 5–10 years.
•	 Specifically, identify the ways in which you expect SPU’s MA-TESOL program will help you to achieve these goals. 
•	 SPU is a university committed to Christian faith and values. The development of ethical sensitivity is an integral part of the 

school’s mission. Describe how your personal faith/philosophy of life has influenced your career goals. Explain the ways in 
which you expect to further develop your faith/philosophy of life as a result of studying in SPU’s MA-TESOL program.

Creative Writing (MFA)
Submit an essay discussing your development as a writer and as a person of faith. Your completed essay should be approximately 
3–4 pages in length, double-spaced. The quality of your presentation in response to these questions is a consideration in the admis-
sion decision. 

School�





chool of Health Sciences

Complete the following:
Are you a registered nurse in Washington state?	   Yes     No
Are you a registered nurse in another state?   		   Yes     No  What state? 
Are you a registered nurse in the U.S. Military?   	   Yes     No
Have you taken a college-level statistics course?	   Yes     No  (grade 2.0 minimum)

If yes, where taken:  If no, plan to take on: 
																								                        month/year

NP Applicants only: Documentation of active nursing practice within the last two years.

Master of Science in Nursing (M.S.N.) (NP Cert, NE Cert)
Provide a personal statement of professional and leadership goals describing your potential for success in a master’s-level, leader-
ship-focused program of study and practice specific to the Seattle Pacific University mission statement and the School of Health 
Sciences Mission statement.

SPU Mission Statement: 
“Seattle Pacific University seeks to be a premier Christian University fully committed to engaging the culture and changing the 
world by graduating people of competence and character, becoming people of wisdom, and modeling grace-filled community.”

SHS Mission Statement: 
“The SHS mission is to partner with the community, develop graduates who engage the culture, change the world, and: 
	 • Serve all people with the highest  level of professional care; 
	 • Demonstrate competence in a diverse and changing environment; 
	 • Act with wisdom, character, and caring; Demonstrate leadership in all aspects of nursing; and 
	 • Promote optimum health of body, mind, and spirit.

School of Psychology, Family, and Community

Complete the following:
Have you had any criminal convictions in the last seven years?    Yes     No
Have you been convicted of any gross misdemeanor in your profession?     Yes     No
If you answered YES to either of the conviction questions, please provide an explanation.

Medical Family Therapy applicants only:
1. Are you currently practicing?	   Yes     No
2. Are you licensed to practice in Washington state (or any other state)?	     Yes     No

Medical Family Therapy Certificate
Please provide a typed explanation of your reasons for seeking this certificate in Medical Family Therapy. Include your plans for using 
this knowledge after earning your certificate.

Marriage and Family Therapy (MFT)
Applicants must submit a typed personal statement. Present a succinct statement that provides an accurate indication of writing 
and grammatical skills.Generally, statements should be three to four pages in length. The personal statement should address a) 
career objectives; b) rationale for seeking the degree and choosing to attend; c) personal interest in marriage and family therapy; d) 
professional and personal strengths as they apply to the mental health profession; e) related volunteer or work experiences; f) the 
way in which personal and professional life experiences have converged to motivate application to the MFT graduate program; and g) 
other insights as deemed appropriate by the applicant.

Clinical Psychology (Ph.D.)
Applicants must submit a typed personal statement. Present a succinct statement that provides an accurate indication of writ-
ing and grammatical skills. Generally, statements should be three to four pages in length. Address career objectives, rationale for 
seeking this degree in clinical psychology, and why you choose to attend SPU. Mention your professional and personal strengths as 
they apply to the mental health profession, related work experiences, personal values, religious background, or any other insights 
deemed appropriate by the applicant.

Organizational Psychology (M.A. and Ph.D.)
Applicants must submit a typed personal statement. Present a succinct statement that provides an accurate indication of writing 
and grammatical skills. Generally, statements should be three to four pages in length. Address career objectives, rationale for seek-
ing this degree in organizational psychology, and why you choose to attend SPU. Mention your professional and personal strengths 
as they apply to the mental health profession, related work experiences, personal values, religious background, or any other insights 
deemed appropriate by the applicant.
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School of Business and Economics
In separate typed narratives, answer the following questions. The quality of your presentation in response to these questions is a 
consideration in the admission decision. Your completed three-question essay should not exceed four pages total, double-spaced. 


