
Math	Tools	for	Economists	I	
ECON	1078-002,	Fall	2016	

	
Instructor	 	 Richard	Peterson	
Class	Meetings	 MWF	10:00am-10:50am,	HLMS	211	
Email		 	 	 Richard.Peterson@colorado.edu	
This	is	the	best	way	to	contact	me.	If	you	do	not	receive	a	reply	within	24		
hours,	please	assume	I	did	not	get	your	email	and	resend	it.		
	
Office		 	 	 ECON	4			
Office	Hours		 Monday	and	Wednesday	11:00am,	

and	by	appointment,	via	email		
	
Course	Website		 The	course	website	is	accessed	through	Desire2Learn	where	

you	will	find	all	related	course	materials.		
	
Course	Description	and	Objectives	
Economics	is	an	extremely	mathematical	discipline.	This	course	and	the	following	
course	(ECON	1088)	are	designed	to	get	all	students	interested	in	Economics	well	
acquainted	with	mathematical	tools	necessary	for	success	in	Economics	courses.	See	
tentative	schedule	for	topics	covered	in	this	course.		
	
Expectations	
You	can	expect	me	to	do	my	best	to	help	you	succeed	in	this	course.	I	will	try	my	
best	to	answer	all	questions,	provide	practice	material,	provide	applications	of	the	
material	and	encourage	active	thought	in	the	classroom.	You	may	expect	me	to	be	
respectful	and	professional	at	all	



Textbook		
Essential	Mathematics	for	Economic	Analysis,	4th	edition,	by	Knut	Sydsater,	and	
Peter	Hammond	with	Arne	Strom.	Economics	1088	uses	the	same	textbook.	This	is	a	
very	good	reference	book,	which	you	may	use	in	the	future	to	refresh	your	
knowledge	of	algebra	and	calculus.		
	
Calculator	Note		
I	will	always	try	to	write	exams	that	will	not	require	a	calculator.	However,	I	
understand	the	comfort	of	checking	simple	math	so	I	will	allow	a	simple	scientific	
calculator	on	exams.	Although	you	may	find	using	a	graphing	calculator	useful	in	
doing	some	of	the	homework	problems,	NO	GRAPHING	CALCULATORS	OR	CELL	
PHONES	WILL	BE	ALLOWED	DURING	EXAMS.	(for	homework	I	also	strongly	
recommend	the	website	Wolfram	Alpha	in	place	of	a	graphing	calculator.)	
	
Laptop	Note	
Nothing	works	better	than	good,	old	fashioned	paper	and	pencil	for	taking	notes	in	a	
math	class.	In	general,	NO	OPEN	LAPTOPS	ALLOWED	during	lecture.	If	you	have	a	
specific,	valid	reason	for	a	laptop	in	class,	please	speak	with	me	about	your	situation	
individually.	








