


tion is typically worth 4 points on a midterm of 25 questions.  So, for example, if the median for a particular exam is 68 (the average person misses 
8 four-point questions), 7 points will be added to each person’s exam (the equivalent of 1.75 questions).  Hence, doing well on a difficult exam, say 
getting a 96 (missing one question) when the median was 68 (missing 8 questions) enables you to get over 100 points, in this example receiving a 
103. Should the median for an exam be above 75, I do not subtract (such an outcome indicates either that you are part of an unusually smart or studi-
ous class or--more likely?--that I made the test too easy, hence it is my problem). After these adjustment points are added, I will calculate your course 
test grades as the largest number arising from the following alternative calculated scores:

“Score 1”: .25(1st Mid Grade) + .25(2nd Mid Grade) + .3(Final Grade) + .2(Recitation Grade)
“Score 2”: .3(2nd Mid Grade) + .5(Final Grade) + .2(Recitation Grade)
“Score 3”: .3(1st Mid Grade) + .5(Final Grade) + .2(Recitation Grade)
Hence, if you “mess up” (or miss) either of the midterm exams (but not both), that test will automatically be dropped; the comprehensive final is 
weighted more heavily in this case. There will be no early exams or make-up exams, since they are difficult to make comparable and this system does 
not penalize you for missing one exam in any event. Should you miss an exam, come to my office (or acquire a copy from your TA) to get a copy of 
it and take it under “test conditions,” later comparing your answers with those posted on the web (you will know in this way how you would have 
done, aiding in your study for the final). I will post the answers to midterm exams promptly after giving them; you will retain each of the midterm 
test booklets hence can immediately know how well you did (this assumes that your bubbled in scantron is consistent with your circled answers on 
the test booklet!). Bring a #2 pencil with you to exams!

The University of Colorado does not allow me to award even the best of you with an “A+,” hence there is (unfortunately) little incentive to really 
learn the material of any course, in particular this one. To overcome this difficulty--since I believe in creating an incentive to excel--I let anyone with 
an adjusted 98 or higher average on the two midterms out of the final! [Note: even if you personally do not get out of the final, you should cheer for 
those that do, since the median will be lower on the final, causing more points to get added to everyones’ score on this important test!].  I do require 
that those getting out of the final continue coming to class for the remainder of the semester.  NOTE: the first midterm is nearly half-way through the 
course and second midterm comes very late in the course (usually the week before the last week of classes); this is to be sure that those getting out 
of the final are tested over most of the material.  The approximate test dates--we will vote on the specific date, hoping to get a “socially optimal” test 
date--are indicated in the brief course topic description below.




