
Economics	of	Crime	and	Corruption	
ECON	4929-001	

	
Instructor and Contact information 
Instructor: Dr. Daria Bottan 
 
Emal: daria.bottan@colorado.edu 
Office: 04B Economics Building (basement	 of	 Econ	 Building	 next	 door	 to	 the	 male	
bathroom) 
 
I'll	give	office	hours	in	my	office	on	Tuesday	and	Thursday	from	12:30	to	1:30	and	
on	 Wednesday	 2:30-3:30.	 Feel free to stop by, ask questions, and just chat. If you would 
like to talk to me but your schedule does not allow you to come during office hours, 
email me and we will arrange a personal appointment.	
 
I realize that coming to office hours may be uncomfortable and even a little scary. But 
once you do come to office hours, you’ll probably realize it isn’t as bad as you imagined. 
I also feel like going to office hours can be really useful: I can help you resolve a lot of 
questions and issues if we speak one on one. Do not hesitate to reach out no matter how 
small or large your issue is. I am here to help. I am available to you, your issues matter to 
me and office hours is the best way to discuss them (I prefer it to email).  
 
Coffee Hour: 
I also realize that sometimes maybe you want to talk to me but it feels intimidating to 
come to office hours or approach me after class. Coffee Hour is my attempt to provide a 
space where we can speak in an informal and relaxing way. I'll sit on the bench in front of 
the economics building and drink a coffee every Tuesday from 9:30 to 10:30, you are 
welcome to join me. Feel free to stop by and introduce yourself, chat about Econ, career 
or whatever is on your mind. I look forward to meeting  and getting to know you! 
 
Description of the course 
This course will focus on economic models of crime and punishment, and on empirical 
evidence that evaluates the models. The first part of the course will introduce economic 
models of crime and study what factors motivate and deter criminal behavior. Then we 
will turn to empirical evidence and will discuss the role of higher fines, imprisonment, 
death penalty, abortion, drugs, guns and other factors in deterring crime. In the end of the 
course we will discuss corruption and whether it is harmful or beneficial to society. 
 
Course goals 
In this class you will learn to apply theoretical economic analysis to understand criminal 
behavior. You will also learn methodology to interpret empirical evidence on crime - for 
example, understand whether evidence has a causal interpretation or not. These 
theoretical and methodological insights can be helpful in the analysis of other social 
phenomena.  
 



Class format 
Each class I will present different topics and academic articles, we will discuss the topic 
together and you will practice answering different questions on t





Term report can be written in group (up to 4 people) or alone. I think group is better but I 
understand that some of you prefer to work alone and am happy to accommodate. If you 
want to have a group but don’t have one, I’ll send an email with a form where you’ll be 
able to sign up for a group and I will randomly match you with others who are also 
searching. 
 
To write a term report you will pick a topic (or a question) in the economics of crime. For 
example, what are the effects of gun violence on student performance at school, are 
longer prison sentences helping to prevent crime, do crime rates increase when 
unemployment does, etc. Then you will describe how one could answer this question 
using data. You will provide data sources and detailed information about the empirical 
strategy. You don’t have to actually perform the analysis but rather describe instructions 
of how someone could perform the analysis. Ideally you would come up with an 
empirical strategy that gets at causality, rather than just correlation (papers that just get at 
correlation will be graded out of 90 points rather than 100). 
 
The report should be 2.5-4 pages long (Times New Rom



Materials 
There is no required textbook for this class. All the readings will be available online 
(some of the readings :c odit  crfy avail:c odit ble using university internet), you do not need to 
purch:c odit se access to them. 
 
Classroom Behavior 
Both stud



for further assistance.  If you have a temporary medical condition, see Temporary 
Medical Conditions on the Disability Services website. 
 
If the only thing you require as an accommodation in this class is 



Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to 
deal reasonably and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have 
conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance.  In this class, please 
email me if you have any conflicts for religious reasons. 
 
The class policies are subject to change due to unexpected external conditions and to 
ensure better student learning.	


