Economics 8209: EconomicResearch Methods Workshop |

Fall 2015

MW 10:3041:45AM

Room: ECON 5

Class Website through Desire2Learn (D2hifps://learn.colorado.edu/
No Class Sep 7 (Labor Day), Nov 235 (Fall Break)

Professor Francisca Antman

Office: Economics 102

Office Hours: MV 1:0041:30 PM F 9:00411:00 AM, and by appointment
Email: francisca.antman@colorado.edu (preferred method of contact)

Course Description

This is the first course in a two course series that forms'{tye&r research methods workshop

for Ph.D. students in economics. This course provides an introduction to the practice of research
in economics and a learning environment conducive to preparing a research proposal that will
culminae in the required paper and comprehensive examination typically taken at the end of the
3 year of the Ph.D. program. Together we will discuss what quality research looks like and the
components of a research paper including introduction, literature review, and methodologies.
You will receive extensive feedback on the drafts you produce and provide extensive feedback
on the work of your classmates. You will also have many opportunities to present your work and
thus develop your presentation skills.

Class Components:

Introductory Lectures We will discuss practicahatterssuch as the timeline to a Ph.D. and the

job market for economists. We will also discuss how to choose a research topic and find an
advisor. Students will also form small groupsdahen their research interests and background
which will be used for peezditing (see details below)

Reading & Discussing Set of Introductory Paperswill assign a set of prominent economics
papers from general interest journals on the first dayastc You will read these to get a sense
for the components of a good research paet the writing style common in economics.
.




discretion. You should plan to email your slides touthe class in PDF format by 5PM on the
day prior to your presentation. A hard copy will be due on the day of your presentation.

Paper Presentatioc You will make one computerbased presentation on a paper closely
connected to your research questidaur presentation should summarize the main components
of the article focusing primarily on the research question, empirical strategy, and results, along
with any background imirmation you think necessary. ldealjygu should also link your own
researclguestion or area of interest with the paper you present so that it is clear how the two are
related. You may also raise questions, critiques, and extermiahe articleand thus provide

the basis for a critical discussion of the article in class.ileMou may consult with other
classmates regardingpur presentation, | expect that the presentation slides will be your work
alone. If you have presented or are planning to present a similar presentatimmthier class,

you must discuss this with miest to determine whether it will be eligible for credit in this class.

We will follow conferencestyle rules for this presentation, meaning that you will have up to 15
minutes of uninterrupted time for your presentation followed b¥05minutes of class
discussion. You must giva draft of your presentation slides to your peditor(s) one week

prior to your presentation. Your edi¢sywill then give you written comment® less than three

days prior to your presentation. You may incorporate their comments into your final
presentation at your discretion. You should plan to eymil slidesout to the class in PDF
formatby 5PMon the day prior to your presentation. A hard copy will be due on the day of your
presentation.

Literature Review Draft & PresentationYou will write a 35 page literature review which
specifies your research question and situates it within the most relevant literature. You will also
makea computerbased presentation to the class on the literature that is most closely related to
your research question. Both your presentation and manuscript should make it vemhatear
your research question is and how it will make a contribution to this literatieewill follow
conferencestyle rules for your presentation, meaning that you will have up to 15 minutes of
uninterrupted time for your presentation followed b¥®minutes of class discussion. You must
give a draft of your literature revieto your peefeditor(s) one week prior to your presentation.
Your editofs) will then give you written commentso less than thredays prior to your
presentation. You may incorporate their comments into your final draft and presentation at your
discreton. You should email your final draft and PDF slides to the entire class by 5PM on the
day prior to your presentation. Hard copiei be due on the day of your presentation.

Methodology Draft & PresentationYou will write a 35 page paper detailing the (theoretical
and/or empirical) methodology you will use to address your research question. You should be as
specific as possible and include any actual equations, background information, or data limitations
necessary to understand your methodological approach. You will also make a cdrapeter
presentation to the class on your methodology. Both your presentation and manuscript should
make it very obvious what your research question is and how your methodology will answer it.
We will follow conferencestyle rules for your presentation, meaning that you will have up to 15
minutes of uninterrupted time for your presentation followed b¥05minutes of class
discussion. You must




presentation at youtiscretion. You should email your final draft aR®F slidesto the entire
class by 5PM on the day prior to your presentation. Hard copliilse due on the day of your
presentation.

Final Research Proposal & Presentatigou will write an 812 page final research proposal
based on your literature review draft, methodology proposal, aayd feedback you have
received. The proposal should (1) spegifyur research question in detail along with any
background information needed to understand theeggn{2) situate your work within the
existing literature anaexplain the contribution your work would make to thiggrature (3)

present the theoretical model/framework (if any) that previews the expected results or motivates
the empirical strategy, and) discuss thempirical strategy used to answer the questiéaur
proposalmay also review details of the data set you expect to use in the aralggsesent
preliminary results or discuss expected results, if you have already advanced to those stages of
research.You will also make a 30 minute computbased presentation of your final research
proposal to me and your advisor. We will offer feedback at your presentation and | will later
meet with you individually to discuss your presentation lama your manuscript is progressing
before it is due. You must giwour peer editds) a copy of your final research proposal one
week before your presentation so that your peer editor can respond with comments no less than
three days prior to your pragation. Your final research proposal manuscript (2 hard copies)
will be due to me on théate specified belowYou should also provide a copy to your advisor at

the end of this semester.




Grading

Research Question Presentation: 5%

Outside Paper Presentatiofib5

Literature Review Draft & Presentation:%0

Methodology Draft & Presentation: 10%

Participation (including pedp-peer edits and comments in clas€)%d
Final Reseach Proposal & Presentation: 60%

Class & University Policies
All students must attend all classes and presentations unless otherwise noted in the course
schedule.

Please hand in an assignment cover sheet with all weth assignments.lt is available at:
http://www.colorado.edu/Economics/graduate/AcademicintegrityAgreement.pdf

Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to
reasonably and fairly deal with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts
with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance. Irafisisgiease review the course
schedule at the beginning of the semester and see me as soon as possible regardingeny confli
due to religious observances.

See full details at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please provide ma igitier from
Disability Services in a timely manner (for exam accommodations provide your letter at least one
week prior to the exam) so that your needs can be addressed. Disability Services determines
accommodations based on documented disabilities. Contact Disability ServiceslaPB&T 1

or by email at dsinfo@colorado.edu.

If you have a temporary medical condition or injury, see Temporary Injuries under Quick Links
at Disability Services websitentfp://disabilityservices.colorado.efluidnd discuss your needs
with me.

Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning
environment. Those who fail to adhere to sudhmabeoral standards may be subject to discipline.
Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and
topics dealing with differences of race, color, culture, religion, creed, politics, veteran's status,
sexual orentation, gender, gender identity and gender expression, age, disability, and
nationalities. Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student's legal name. | will
gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise
me of this preference early in the tesm that | may make appropriate changes to my records.
See policies at

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.htrahd at



harassment based upon Protected Classes or related retaliation against or by any employee or
student. For purposes of this €Bédulder policy, "Protected Classes" refers to race, color,
national origin, sex, pregnancy, age, disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, veteran status,itipal affiliation or political philosophy.
Individuals who believe they have been discriminated against should contact the Office of
Discrimination and Harassment (ODH) at 30®R2-



Please note that the following schedule is tentative and subject to change if necessary throughout
the term. Consequently, please maintain the M/W 1013805AM class time open and free from

any outside conflicts throughout the semester, regardless of whether there is currently the
expectation that no class will be held on a specific date.

ECON 8209 Tentative Course ScheBale205b

Monday Wednesday Notes
24-Aug Introductory Lectures 26-Aug Introductory Lectures



30-Nov No ClassFinal
Presentations

2-Dec No ClassFinal
Presentations

Final Presentations may be
scheduled during or outside of
class depending on availability of
your advisor. Bring a hard copy of
your presentation slides to your
presentation.

7-Dec No Class in lieu of
Individual Meetings

9-Dec No Class in lieu of
Individual Meetings

Note that individual meetings may
be scheduled on alternate dates.




