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UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BOULDER 
TOPICS IN DEVELOPMENT, HISTORY & POLITICAL ECONOMY

ECON 4774 ONLINE SYLLABUS, FALL 2020 
INSTRUCTOR: PROF. MURAT IYIGUN 

Email !"#$%&'(')"*+,-.-#$/-&0/" 

Mobile 

• This is my cell phone number. Call or text anytime between 8am – 8pm MTN.  I sometimes have my phone
turned off during the middle of the day, but leave a message when it is a good time to get a hold of you and I
will call you back.

Office Hours 
• Online Office Hours: Tuesdays 12:30-2 pm using Zoom 

INSTRUCTOR BIO 
Murat Iyigun, 
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COURSE PREREQUISITES 
Requires prerequisite course of ECON 3070 or ECON 3080 (minimum grade C-). 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
By the end of the course you should be able to: 

• Identify the basic facts related to the evolution of the world income distribution, inequality across countries and
demographic trends related to economic development.

• Study & comprehend the 3 versions of the neoclassical economic growth model, its testable implications.
• Evaluate what the relevant data say about the neoclassical growth model’s 
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quizzes, exams, and various outside sources of information such as additional readings and video content, among other 
content. During the midterm and final weeks, you will cover exam review and preparation modules (Modules 7 and 15) 
in the first part of the relevant weeks. Then, you will take the exams in the second part of the week (Modules 8 and 16). 

COURSE OUTLINE 
Review the separate weekly class schedule found on Canvas under “Syllabus” link. 

CLASS PARTICIPATION 
This course is designed to engage you through class discussions on the topics covered in the course materials. It is 
important that you participate in class discussions to facilitate learning by other students and gain exposure to different 
viewpoints of other students in the class. It is therefore necessary to participate throughout the week in the discussion 
questions, not wait until the last minute to post on discussion topics. 

EVALUATION AND GRADING 
Course grades will be determined by the completion of assignments, exams, and discussions, as shown below: 

=66')*!0*%> Frequency GRADE 
PERCENTAGE 

In-Video Quizzes 12 10% 
Article Discussion Postings   4   15% 
Book Discussion Postings   4     15% 
Problem Sets   2 10% 
Midterm Exam   1  20% 
Cumulative Final Exam   1  30% 
TOTAL   100% 
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There is +/– grading in this class.
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COURSE POLICIES 

NETIQUETTE 
All students should be aware that their behavior impacts other people, even online. I hope that we will all strive to 
develop a positive and supportive environment and will be courteous to fellow students and your instructor. Due to the 
nature of the online environment, there are some things to remember. 

1. Always think before you write. In other words, without the use of nonverbals with your message, your message
can be misinterpreted. So please think twice before you hit submit.

2. Keep it relevant. There are places to chat and post for fun everyday stuff. Do not stray from the discussion in the
assigned questions.

3. Never use all caps. This is the equivalent of yelling in the online world. It is not fun to read. Only use capital
letters when appropriate.

4. Make sure that you are using appropriate grammar and structure. In other words, I don’t want to see anyone
writing “R U” instead of “are you”. There are people in the class that may not understand this type of
abbreviation, not to mention it does nothing to help expand your writing and vocabulary skills. Emoticons are
fine as long as they are appropriate. A smile 
"#$%& is welcome, anything offensive is not.

5. Treat people the same as you would face-to-face. In other words, it is easy to hide behind the computer. In
some cases, it empowers people to treat others in ways they would not in person. Remember there is a person
behind the name on your screen. Treat all with dignity and respect and you can expect that in return.

6.



6 

o On your computer, click the “help” (?) icon on the left side of Canvas, once logged in
o Within the Canvas App, you can search the Canvas support guides, Report a Problem or chat with

Canvas Support 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
• MyLab tech support:

o https://help.pearsoncmg.com/ccng/ccng_instr/ccng_xmel_instr_help_support_bridge.html or
https://support.pearson.com/getsupport/s/ 

P



7 
 

Before returning to campus, all students must complete the COVID-19 Student Health and Expectations Course. Before 
coming on to campus each day, all students are required to complete a Daily Health Form. 

Students who have tested positive for COVID-19, have symptoms of COVID-19, or have had close contact with someone 
who has tested positive for or had symptoms of COVID-19 must stay home and complete the Health Questionnaire and 
Illness Reporting Form remotely. In this class, if you are sick or quarantined& 

ACCOMMODATION FOR DISABILITIES 
If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit your accommodation letter from Disability 
Services to your faculty member in a timely manner so that your needs can be addressed.  Disability Services determines 
accommodations based 
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RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 
Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal reasonably and fairly with 
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