
PSCI 3054: AMERICAN POLITICAL THOUGHT
THE AMERICAN DREAM

COURSE SYLLABUS
SEMESTER: Fall 2023

CLASSROOM: Eaton Humanities Building 1B80

MEETING TIME: M, W, F 9:05 - 9:55 am

INSTRUCTOR
NAME: Sarah Brown (she/her)

EMAIL: Sarah.E.Brown@colorado.edu

OFFICE: Ketchum 125

OFFICE HOURS: Wednesdays, 10 am - noon (drop in), and by appointment

CLASS DESCRIPTION AND COURSE OBJECTIVES

PSCI 3054, American Political Thought, investigates American political theories and ideas throughout

the country’s history. This iteration of the course organizes those theories and ideas around a recurring

theme in American Political Thought- The American Dream.

What are the different visions of the American Dream? Where do these come from? And how have

American political ideas, people, and events shaped, solidified, or shifted people’s understanding of the

American Dream?
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dZ6IR8vOiEhtZlQEFPYhJzHnByUvGc3deScvMLGaya0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.bostonreview.net/forum/danielle-allen-what-is-education-for/
https://www.alfiekohn.org/article/case-grades/?ref=jessestommel.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IgIHa0aOHpiJzTgovxDBauzd0wqvAcKhJ0aSaj1u0tA/edit
https://wapo.st/3Qn6ac8
https://wapo.st/3QjJvhc
https://www.reaganfoundation.org/programs-events/webcasts-and-podcasts/podcasts/words-to-live-by/farewell-address-to-the-nation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jMi8JyTVt3U


https://www.nytimes.com/2005/07/03/books/review/nobody-here-but-us-liberals.html?unlocked_article_code=eRogUA3HmiMwPqLmr8PlglQ8sqor0HIavNeGsDbcypZffKpE7MoT1QLgK8QzERaenuF6x5b_-nIlJmmNMzUtq5225Xe9fHqd_WiHen5gmizJYILCegCvA-9-TeAmEDCceBSD6lVPH9MICxyZdT_6BH-vnTTUx7VgjnwZBU8D0Xxb4-e_PO3jkBUIXygy9tzObId7BSn5qli0vbCmkEDjILz_ni41cjcVlu0qnvTqF7qUKB7uaZlV844vrR93UWjfEtH41nY-CRYeVD6tyOGTYd6khGVzmRLYuSPxMA3NL_YiCTLwKX4LH-3JRFmZX2sbZvjC6ieHomkhrjQmmU1k7WsP9a0shH_14rob&smid=share-url
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QxLJPXmGPKTyq35MEVd4yPS8B3lHL7lW5tTORWsJyfo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u6BgTlO4d_s8Ohp8dI79UJvIHuwXAxADmUyNx504D0E/edit
https://www.google.com/search?q=bradley+lecture+series+podcast+the+clash+of+civilizations+with+samuel+huntington&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS936US937&oq=bradley+lecture+series+podcast+the+clash+of+civilizations+with+samuel+huntington&aqs=chrome..69i57.12079j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:50e168dd,vid:AU7lz003Rs4


WEEK 5 – INDIVIDUAL VIRTUE
Short Writing Assignment 5 (Due Thursda

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_bd7PkLioi9fDB3oD19KLNFKGxweLYSCRmWQer0RuiA/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odxKMC0Dg9c
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/10/31/dreamers-undocumented-youth-forever-children-516354
https://podcasts.apple.com/ie/podcast/episode-1-introducing-americas-dreamers/id1512310098?i=1000473927898
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XmMotu25D30ZR6jVJXGs7_soadM9i9NnJ99U-nO-Uws/edit
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/texts/hard-history/slaves-petition-for-freedom-to-the-massachusetts-legislature


WEEK 7: THE CONSTITUTIONAL DEBATE
Short Writing Assignment 7 (Due Thursday by 11:59 pm)

Mid-Semester Learning Reflection (Due Friday by 11:59 pm)

MONDAY, OCTOBER 9
WATCH: AP Sources Simplified- “Comparing the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution” (5 min)

(Or Skim the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution

LISTEN: New Hampshire Public Radio Civics 101- “Founding Documents: The

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bpcLOUpZAF-X1s7oyZCa6lvUVA7or6HEFyz6Zv0RlS4/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghNGlwMQFrw
https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/federalistpapers
https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/federalistpapers
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/iroquois.asp
https://leefamilyarchive.org/papers/essays/fedfarmer/index.html
https://guides.loc.gov/federalist-papers/text-21-30#s-lg-box-wrapper-25493336
https://guides.loc.gov/federalist-papers/text-31-40#s-lg-box-wrapper-25493394
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/brutus-ii/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/patrick-henry-virginia-ratifying-convention-va/
https://guides.loc.gov/federalist-papers/text-81-85#s-lg-box-wrapper-25493491


WEEK 8: CONTRADICTIONS IN EQUALITY IN THE EARLY UNITED STATES

Short Writing Assignment 8 (Due Thursday by 11:59 pm)

M

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aIbLNnJGP2u-5oFYVDDwAdnxGu8vcsB8EIhxkzR9F0w/edit
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2011/10/the-great-schism/246640/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/08/26/19th-amendment-meant-for-black-women-400995
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dmyOcTJotxPwMzOOmT9YvkUfz--ZzTtiSL6JR_LqV1A/edit
https://crooked.com/podcast/chapter-3-i-am-a-revolutionary/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/red-power-movement-radical-fight-native-american-sovereignty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GqWjQYTb5c


WEEK 10: EQUALITY AND DEMOCRACY OVER TIME

Short Writing Assignment 10 (Due Thursday by 11:59 pm)

MONDAY, OCTOBER 30
READ: Michelle Alexander- “Introduction” in The New Jim Crow

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1
READ: Astra Taylor- “Free to Be Winners �ECT erw옖㙁F㚗销

n

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10uZBEgE5G_Qmf7Hu-20kOHEkiqeSojmic7cgKtbbE4g/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11uVB9m4aDCZS4-o2Qy_USdrF5aGOQfWDB91kxkLvprY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vyyOn4YZ-VjamAVbtTilHgy0ZLd-6JDHsY7fketzjvw/edit


https://art19.com/shows/philosophy-for-our-times/episodes/67e53ec6-84f1-44a3-ad8d-e790af2baec5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pA8S8Ixb7kBCmQScJG2AZqfisgqMZ3B4o0iETofrhUo/edit
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/USHistory/Building/docs/Working%20Men.htm
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/09/16/440861458/grapes-of-wrath-the-forgotten-filipinos-who-led-a-farmworker-revolution
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/02/podcasts/the-daily/unions-amazon-starbucks.html
https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/eng2100fall19/files/2019/09/Ehrenreich_Nickel-and-Dimed.pdf
https://www.vox.com/culture/22727892/stephanie-land-interview-maid-netflix
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/12/13/magazine/the-reckoning-women-and-power-in-the-workplace.html


WEEK 14: IDENTITY AND OBSTACLES TO ECONOMIC SUCCESS
Short Writing Assignment 14 (Due Thursday by 11:59 pm)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4
READ: Kimberle Crenshaw, “Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex”

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6
READ: Ta-Nehisi Coates- “The Case for Reparations”

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8
LEARNING ASSESSMENT #3

WEEK 15: COURSE CONCLUSION
Final projects (Optional- Due Thursday by 11:59 pm)

Grade Reflections (Due Thursday by 11:59 pm)

Short Writing Assignment 15 (Due Thursday by 11:59 pm)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11
READ: Rebecca

Krentier
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C4iF2KkT9KD-k3WgsJ4krK4nfBM8owFIrEueg9JwNNE/edit
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ykm1Mj7XkRwHjJBcYjryKQpdlv43zPzWYYl9ID0vZ6Y/edit


THEWORK OF THE COURSE

Work for the cour



- Individual or Group Oral Exams- A conversation with me or a group of your peers



FEEDBACK AND (UN)GRADING

A Form of Ungrading

This class is designed to allow you to focus on understanding the material, apply it to things that

interest you, take academic risks, and grow your skillsets in a variety of ways. Research shows that

students are less able to do these things when they are worried about their grades. Therefore, while

you will get a final grade at the end of the term, you will not receive formal grades on your

assignments. I will instead provide you with feedback that will help you to improve your understanding

of the concepts and readings and the way you communicate that understanding to others.

Comments, Questions, and Feedback

You will receive a variety of types of feedback in class, including:

- Whole Class Comments- Written feedback addressed to everybody to offer suggestions that

most people in class would benefit from implementing.

- Peer Feedback- Comments from your peers on your work

- Individual Written Feedback- My comments on your written work, typically your learning

assessments. Please know that I always read all of your short writing assignments, but you may

not always receive an individual written comment.

- Numeric Feedback - A score between 1 and 5 that does not act as a formal grade, but rather

indicates to you how well I perceive you to be understanding the material.

Final Grades

Final grades in the course will be determined based on

1. How much of the work for the class you opt to do

2. Your proficiency with course concepts and readings

3. How much you feel you have learned in the course

4. How much you improve your skills throughout the semester

B as the Baseline Grade

In general, if you do the work I am asking you to do (Attend 32 classes, complete 8 short writing

assignments, demonstrate a good–not perfect– understanding of the course concepts, and complete

your learning reflections, including an end of semester grade meeting) you are guaranteed a B in the

course. Students who opt to do less work will receive a lower grade. Students wanting to earn a

higher final grade (A, A-, or B+) exceed the requirements for the course. To earn these grades, students

must complete a final project or portfolio in the course. Additionally, most students earning these

marks at the end of the semester attend more than the required 80% of classes, work diligently to

improve their short writing assignments over the course of the semester, and work to attain a high level

of proficiency with readings and concepts by the end of the semester.
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https://www.alfiekohn.org/article/case-grades/?ref=jessestommel.com






ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND PLAGIARISM
Academic misconduct, including cheating, plagiarism, submitting one’s own work for credit in more

than one class or semester, fabricating data, lying or threatening or bribing others, will be reported to

the Honor Code. Additionally, academic misconduct will result in a no credit on the assignment in

question and, depending on the severity of the offense, a failing grade in the course.

Plagiarism is, generally speaking, the representation of someone else’s work as your own. This includes

using a paper writing service or generative AI. Additionally, please be aware that plagiarism includes

the failure to cite appropriately, which can be accidental. Ensure you have cited thoroughly and

properly for all assignments. More information can be found on the honor code website.

Often, students behave in academically dishonest ways when they are stressed or overwhelmed.

Plagiarism or cheating are never the right answer to this. Instead, please talk to me if you need an

extension or need additional tools to help you with planning and assignment management. Remember

that the consequences of submitted plagiarized work are much greater than

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/quoting_paraphrasing_and_summarizing/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/quoting_paraphrasing_and_summarizing/index.html
/sccr/honor-code
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/qanda/data/faq/topics/Documentation/faq0422.html


POLITICAL DISAGREEMENTS
This course is about politics. In contemporary culture, politics can be polarizing. Some people lean into



http://www.colorado.edu/policies/student-classroom-and-course-related-behavior
/sccr/student-conduct
/oiec/
/oiec/
/healthcenter/coronavirus-updates/symptoms-and-what-do-if-you-feel-sick
/disabilityservices/


http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/oiec/policies/discrimination-harassment-policy/protected-class-definitions
/oiec/reporting-resolutions/making-report
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
/dontignoreit/
/dontignoreit/


http://www.colorado.edu/policies/observance-religious-holidays-and-absences-classes-andor-exams
/counseling/
/health/academiclivecare
/health/academiclivecare

